
Casa Don Guanella Information 

 
The Convention Center and Complex  

“Casa Don Guanella” is located in Barza, in the Municipality of Ispra, in the Varese province (VA), close to 
the Lombardy side of Lago Maggiore. “Casa Don Guanella” hosts the Congress Center “Pietro Mongini” and 
the Spiritual Center “Don Guanella”, both open around the year and located in a recently renewed 
beautiful villa of the XVIII Century. The original structure of the complex is still visible in the central tower 
and in the surrounding park, rich in secular trees and exotic plants. 

 

 
It is a short 25 minute drive from the International Airport of Milano Malpensa and a 40 minute drive from 
downtown Milano.  The Congress Center “Pietro Mongini” is a great spot to organize conferences, 
conventions, meetings, supported by top level technology services. It offers congress rooms coming with 
the most recent conferencing options, a warm dining room and 70 beds.  The villa is a great vista point, 
and is surrounded by a large 10ha (about 25 acres) park, rich in secular trees and exotic plants, which 
protects and calls for rest and silence. 

 



 
Convention Center Description 
The convention structure is hosted in a recently renewed beautiful villa of the XVIII Century, previously 
owned by the famous tenor whom the center is entitled to, and built over the foundations of an older 
middle age castle: a witness of that period is the massive tower in the court. 

The convention center offers top level technology services aimed to support conferences, conventions and 
meetings, after an important effort in looking for the best technologies available worldwide. 

Beyond the two large rooms richly equipped with the most recent technological devices, the center offers 
3 large meeting rooms (from 20 to 30 seats) and numerous smaller rooms (from 6 to 12 seats), internet 
access, catering services, air-conditioned canteen (110 seats), lobbies, cafeteria and 70 beds. All sectors 
are accessible to elders and wheelchairs. 

Internal, outdoor parking lot hosts up to 200 vehicles. 

Indoor exposition area is about 550 squared meters; outdoor exposition area is up to 2500 squared 
meters. 



 

Reaching “Casa Don Guanella”  
(25 minutes drive from Malpensa International Airport) 

By car: Toll Highway A8 (Milano – Laghi) or toll Highway A26 (Genova – Gravellona Toce): exit “Sesto 
Calende – Vergiate”.  

Follow directions “Besozzo – Laveno” to take the toll free road towards “Laveno – Luino” (after the toll 
booth, keep right at the first junction; bend left at the second junction and just after right again). 

At the traffic light located in “Travedona – Monate” turn left towards “Ispra”. 

Pass the village of Cadrezzate; drive downhill: at the bottom of the descent turn left, following the white 
sign “Casa Don Guanella”. 

Just after entering Barza, at the first sharp left curve, turn right and cross the gate. 

 

By train: From any starting railway station towards Domodossola; step down at the Sesto Calende station. 
Take a bus to “Angera – Varese” or catch a taxi (15 minutes drive). Alternative railway routes: “Novara – 
Luino” (Ispra station) or “Milano – Luino” (Besozzo station). 

“Casa Don Guanella” offers a large parking lot for both cars and buses.  



 

Local Sites and Information 
In the neighborhoods you can visit:  

• “Rocca di Angera” [a famous fortress];  

• “Santa Caterina del Sasso” [a beautiful monastery on Lago Maggiore];  

• “Sacro Monte” in Varese [an UNESCO recognized site for pilgrimages];  

• “Castello Visconti S.Vito” in Somma Lombardo [a castle];  

• “Chiostro di Voltorre” [another monastery; today an art museum] close to Gavirate;  

• “Zoo Safari” in Varallo Pombia [a very large zoo without cages];  

• “Museo Europeo dei Trasporti” [European Transportation Museum] in Ranco;  

• Arcumeggia (a small village with many frescoes on outer walls);  

• Luino, Laveno;  

• “Museo Civico” in Angera (a civic museum);  

• An archeological museum in Golasecca; and  

• An archeological/naturalistic museum in Sesto Calende. 

[NOTE: all destinations require adequate transportation; “Rocca di Angera”, the civic museum in Angera 
and “Museo Europeo dei Trasporti” in Ranco are close to selected hotels in Angera and Ranco – less than 
45 minutes of pleasant walk, partly uphill for “Rocca di Angera.”] 

 

 

Lodging Description 
The complex offers 50 quiet, comfortable, and cozy rooms, for a maximum capacity of 78 people, to rest 
from stress and city noises.   

The rooms are furnished in a simple way; all come with private bath, air conditioning, phone line and 
wireless internet bridge (surcharge applies). 

Most of the rooms look over the central court, its garden and its ancient well, right in the center. 

A wing of the villa can host self-managed groups (lodging up to 50 people) with separate kitchen and 
dining room. 

 



 

Park and Surrounding Grounds 

The park, over 10ha (about 25 acres), rich in secular trees and exotic plants, is accessible freely by all the 
hosts who love to deep themselves into peace and nature. It is an ideal place for wedding aperitives, 
working lunches/dinners, coffee breaks, snacks or photo services.  

 
The Villa of Casa Don Guanella 
“Casa Don Guanella” is a recently renewed beautiful villa of the XVIII Century, whose original structure is 
still detectable in the central tower and in the surrounding park, rich in secular trees and exotic plants, 
which protects and calls for rest and silence. 

The villa, owned by the “Congregazione dei Servi della Caritá” [“Congregation of Charity Servants”], 
better known as Guanelliani Priests, hosts also: 

• The Italian novice friars of the congregation; 

• The Convention Center “Pietro Mongini”, offering top level technology services aimed to support 
conferences, conventions and meetings, after an important effort in looking for the best technologies 
available worldwide; 

• The Spiritual Center “Don Guanella”, offering in the last 30 years many proposals targeting 
everyone who desires to reach interior peace. The religious community warmly welcomes and opens its 
doors to all the people that, worried by the daily life, wish to enjoy silence and “quies orante” [praying 
quiet], thus renovating and tempering their souls to come back to their mission in the Church. The center 
is a perfect spot for personal spiritual practices and the sharing of multiple ecclesiastical charismas; 

• The Rest House “Don Guanella”, a lodging structure for elders, open in 1994 and partly supported 
by Lombardy. It hosts people not able to care for themselves in part or even completely, and offers all the 
services necessary to preserve the most their physical and psychological wellness.  


